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CONFIDENTIAL BUENOS AIRES 5781 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, AR 

SUBJECT: MILITARY CRISIS: SITREP NO. 4 
REF: BA 5767 (NOTAL) 

1. AFTER MARATHON CONSULTATIONS AT THE PRESIDENTIAL RESIDENCE 
IN OLIVOS, MRS. PERON JUST BEFORE MIDNIGHT LAST NIGHT APPOINTED 
GENERAL JORGE VIDELA TO REPLACE GENERAL ALBERTO NUMA LAPLANE AS 
ARMY CINC. MRS. PERON NEVER DID GO ON TV. APPARENTLY SHE HAD 
EXPECTED TO ANNOUNCE HER CHOICE TO REPLACE LAPLANE ABOUT 7 OR 
8 P.M. THE ARMY, HOWEVER, FLATLY REFUSED TO ACCEPT GENERAL 
CACERES, WHO WAS HER FIRST CHOICE, OR ANY OTHER JUNIOR GENERAL 
MORE FAVORABLE TO HER. RATHER, THEY FINALLY OFFERED VIDELA, 

WHO WAS NEXT IN LINE OF SUCCESSION AFTER THIRD CORPS COMMANDER 
GENERAL DELIA LARROCA, AS A COMPROMISE. VIDELA'S APPOINTMENT 
WILL MEAN THAT OF THE ARMY GENERALS ONLY LAPLANE AND DELIA 
LARROCA WILL GO INTO RETIREMENT. 
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2. IT IS IRONIC THAT AS A RESULT OF HER MANEUVERINGS, 

MRS. PERON IS NOW SADDLED WITH VIDELA, WHO AT THE TIME OF THE 
RESHUFFLE ATTENDING LAPLANE'S APPOINTMENT SOME MONTHS BACK 
INITIALLY WENT WITHOUT A POST BECAUSE HE WAS CONSIDERED TO BE 
ONE OF THE MOST ANTI-PERONIST GENERALS. 

3. COMMENT: MRS. PERON HAS THUS LOST ON ALL COUNTS. SHE HAS 
BEEN FORCED TO ACCEPT THE RETIREMENT OF LAPLANE, AFTER SAYING 
SHE WOULD NOT. AND THEN TO ACCEPT THE APPOINTMENT OF A CINC 
NOT RPT NOT OF HER CHOICE. DAMASCO, WHOSE APPOINTMENT SPARKED 
THE BROUHAHA, WAS FORCED TO RETIRE FROM THE ARMY. HE REMAINS 
AS INTERIOR MINISTER. BUT WITH HIS PRESTIGE AND AUTHORITY 
SEVERELY DAMAGED. MRS. PERON'S POSITION, OR IMAGE, OF AUTHORITY 
WOULD HAVE BEEN WEAKENED EVEN IF SHE HAD ACCEPTED LAPLANE'S 
OUSTER ON AUGUST 26. HER SUBSEQUENT EFFORTS TO DEFY THE ARMY, 
HOWEVER, SIMPLY MADE HER SITUATION WORSE. RATHER THAN GRACE- 
FULLY ACCEDING, SHE RUBBED HER OWN FACE. 

4. THE ARMED FORCES HAVE WON THE DISPUTE. THAT THEY RESTRAINED 
THEMSELVES FROM GOING ALL THE WAY, HOWEVER, IS NOTEWORTHY. WERE 
THIS THE ARMY OF TEN YEARS AGO, THERE WOULD ALREADY BE TANKS IN 
THE STREETS AND A GENERAL IN THE CASA ROSADA. THE EVENTS OF THE 
PAST FEW DAYS EMPHASIZE THAT THE ARMED FORCES DO NOT WISH TO 
INTERVENE UNTIL THERE IS NO ALTERNATIVE. WHETHER THIS STEMS 
FROM A GREATER RESPECT FOR CONSTITUTIONALISM, FROM A CONSCIOUS 
DECISION THIS TIME NOT TO INTERVENE UNTIL THE SITUATION HAS FULLY 
MATURED, OR SIMPLY FROM A DISINCLINATION TO BE SADDLED WITH 
FINDING SOLUTIONS TO THE NATION'S STAGGERING PROBLEMS, THE 
RESULT IS THE SAME. 

5. IRONICALLY, IN THE CRISIS IUST PASSED, IT WAS THE ARMY'S 
INSISTENCE ON STAYING OUT OF THE POLITICAL ARENA WHICH ALMOST 
PLACED IT IN. OBJECTING TO COLONEL DAMASCO'S APPOINTMENT AS 
INTERIOR MINISTER WHILE STILL ON ACTIVE DUTY BECAUSE IT IMPLIED 
OVERINVOLVEMENT ON THE PART OF THE ARMY WITH THE CIVILIAN 
GOVERNMENT'S POLICIES, THE ARMY, IN DEFENDING ITS PRINCIPLES, 
WEIGHED THE RISK OF OUSTING MRS. PERON AND TAKING OVER THE 
GOVERNMENT. 
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